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With vision brought to the project by 42° North - Architecture + Design and execution by Cnossen
Construction, these homeowners saw their dream of creating a forever home on Cedar Lake in
Grand Rapids realized.

The exterior of the home offers the first hint that this is not your typical lake house. The
contemporary design features interesting roof lines and textures with dark NewTechWood panels
juxtaposed with white Hardie siding and complemented by stacked stone accent columns. Marvin
windows with black casements add to the modern design.

“This client wanted a Modern Prairie-style, with bold exterior color and texture,” said Ryan
La Haie, principal and lead designer. “Our client was extremely hands-on and had a great sense of
style. Each primary room in the home has a view to the pool and lake beyond.”

The clients chose to build on a corner pie-shaped lot, which had the widest water frontage
to the lake. These lake views can be enjoyed from all three levels — main, upper, and lower.

Inside this custom 4,600-square-foot residence, expansive views of Cedar Lake instantly
greet visitors. Strong horizontal lines are repeated in the steel staircase railings, window casements,
and the custom wood paneling featured on the fireplace wall. The fireplace surround makes a bold
contrasting statement in gray concrete and white paneled drywall.
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In the great room, soaring 18-foot ceilings
with cross beams draw the eye upward, as does
the fireplace feature wall.

"The fireplace wall that houses a linear
fireplace is a showstopper,” said La Haie. “This
room really shows the client’s desire for color and
texture.”

The dining area offers stunning views
indoors while also providing easy access to the
outdoors and the full concrete patio. The patio
has a unique design, with concrete steps leading
to the lower level and pool. Glass railings on the
upper deck and staircase provide an unobstruct-
ed view.

Nearby, the large kitchen offers plenty of
workspace, along with multiple seating options.
Guests can choose to sit at the island or retreat
to the corner of the kitchen, where a banquette
is perfectly placed for enjoying a cup of coffee.
“The small corner breakfast nook allows the fam-
ily space to cozy up and enjoy the view,” La Haie
said.

The large kitchen island is wrapped in
white oak and stainless steel and faces a wall of
cabinetry highlighted by blue glass tile and a
stainless vent hood. Behind this wall is a unique
walk-around butler’s pantry that allows for stor-
age and helps keep the countertops uncluttered.
The mudroom, laundry room, powder room,
home office, and additional storage space com-
plete the main level.

The modern aesthetic continues on the

==
: _ e e e e T R e e e
lower level, which features a guest bedroom, a GATS IS A e el BTl el i gh A T, Bl B,

i
Lol v e

MichiganHomeandLifestyle.com 112 113 SUMMER 2021

ubiseq + 8IN1o8IUYOIY - UUON ot | UORONASUOD USSsSOUD | I4N1v34 IWNOID3Y



REGIONAL FEATURE | Cnossen Construction | 42° North - Architecture + Design

movie viewing area, and a three-
season room with custom wood fire-
place and adjacent bar with island.

“The lower level was
designed specifically to entertain
and have easy access to the yard
and pool. The lower level has a
grotto-style bathroom under the
living room patio and stone stairs
above,” La Haie said.

Jeff Cnossen of Cnossen
Construction had some challenges
building during the COVID pan-
demic shutdown. Despite this,
the house was completed in time
to participate in the 2020 Virtual
Parade of Homes. “The home is
set up very nicely for entertaining,”
Cnossen added. “The three-season
room has two sliders that open up
for a nice, large 8-foot opening
straight out to the pool and patio.”

Durable concrete floors were
the perfect choice for this high-
traffic area.

Interior design choices
include very distinctive lighting,
metal interior railings with white oak
tops, and custom-stained interior
white oak doors as well as custom
benches and built-ins strategically
placed throughout the home.

The floor plan was thought-
fully designed to keep public spaces
separate from private areas. The
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master bedroom and en suite bath
are located on the main floor, while
the children’s space is located on
the opposite side of the house. This
creates a sanctuary space in the
master suite, away from noise and
disruption.

The master bedroom takes
full advantage of the panoramic
lake views with a wall of windows.

A soothing color palette allows the
scenic view to take center stage.

“The master bedroom and
en suite bath are located on the
right side of the house, with floating
vanities from Tru Kitchens and a very
spacious walk-in shower with custom
corner niche,” said Cnossen. Bold
black and white concrete hexagon
tiles were chosen for the floors and
shower niche, combined with white
subway tiles in a stacked placement.

The kid zone over the garage
features two bedrooms, a bathroom,
and a playroom.

This four-bedroom, four-
bathroom home offers a welcoming
space for guests while providing
ample room for comfortable family
living.

"When you are in the home,
it has a modern, energizing vibe,”
Cnossen said. “This home has a
feeling that when you are there, you
never want to leave.” 4
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Jeff Cnossen, president of Cnossen Construction, has always had an eye for detail and an
ability to bring creative ideas to fruition. He grew up in West Michigan and, like many others,
came to see the family home as a place that promotes safety and stability. Cnossen worked
on remodeling his family’s homes in his younger years and has since turned that interest and
hobby into an award-winning, 25-year career building exceptional custom homes.

Cnossen is active in all of the company’s projects and offers individual attention, support,
and communication to the homeowner. His attention to each project creates a unique,
customized, and authentic approach. He treats each homeowner as he would treat his qn
family and strives to develop relationships and spaces that embody the values he learned early
on.

When Cnossen is not making his client’s dreams a reality, he can be found with his family
on their boat or the snowmobile trails in Northern Michigan.

CONTACT INFORMATION: -i

Cnossen Construction | 2393 Stabel Drive, Hudsonville M1 49426 | (616) 340-8397 | CnossenConstruction.com

Ryan LLa Haie | 42° North - Architecture + Design

ing force behind 42° North's boutique experience is the owner and national award-

g designer, Ryan La Haie. Like most people who develop a unique skill into a career, La
Haie knew that he loved architecture, its forms, materials, and craftsmanship from a very young
age.

Growing up in the woods and water of Northern Michigan, it was La Haie’s grandmother
who saw the spark and encouraged him to channel his creativity into drawing. Her intuition set
into motion La Haie's passion for creating spaces for families to gather and grow that would last
a lifetime.

He attended Lawrence Technological University for his Bachelor of Science in architecture.
€ spent over ten years at high-end residential design firms in the Bloomfield Hills area before
ticed to design homes in West Michigan. He launched his own company, where he can
his clients receive his special brand of unparalleled service.

CONTACT INFORMATION:
42° North - Architecture + Design | 6744 Cascade Road SE, Grand Rapids Ml 49546 | (616) 340-8047 | 42NorthArchitects.com
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